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place — — , —— ne 
> any Then you filled the minds of the colonists with new jealousy and all sorts of ap prebensioms é 
age then it was that they quarrelled with the old taxes as well as with the new ; then wt was, 
se of and not till then, that they questioned all the parts of your legislative power; and hy the 
ange | * battery of such questions bave shaken the solid structure of this empire to its deepest founda 
olice ‘ tions.” ———Burke’'s Speech in the House of Commons, April 1y, 1774. 
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si gif CORRESPONDENCE no demand, no chance of sales, but by sub- 
stan qacunreaie mitting to the hard fate of bring brought 
ewe | . considerably in debt for the duty and ex- 
coma TREASURY, penses, are facts which he is ody to prove. 
olfars RELATIVE TO THE DUTIES ON JAMAICA | That instead of obtaining even a tem- 
_ Pitt PRODUCE. | porary relief, as might have been expected 
Inder It will be seen that the following docu- | by Mr. Addington’s statement to the West- 
ssued ments are principally from the pen ef Co- India Commiitee, respecting the use of ram 
t ex- LONEL Henperson, who is well known as | by the navy and army, the price is worse 
here, a Jamaica planter. My former publication | and worse. Your Memorialist, therefore, 
that especting the complaints of the lanters | earnestly prays, that you would he pleased 
as <0 nd the disputes between the Governor and | to signify, ss to you shall seem meet, that 
rublic he Legislative Assembly (see present Vo- | his ram may be purchased at a fair price for 
irned ume, p. 1), has induced several persons to | the use of the navy and army; or, that the 
with ‘ommunicate to me important Matter upon | execution of the bond upon it may be sus- 
led of those subjects. ‘That part of these commu- | pended till relief can be obtained in some 
yyalty nications which I now lay before the pubiic | shape or ether. And your Memorialist, as 
place. laim a preference on several accounts; but | in duty bound, shall ever: pray, &c. &c. &c. 
eably principally because it fully confirms, in sub- Dated Ot June, 1804. 

f the stance, the statement which I thought it | (No.1.) To the Rigit Hon. Henry Addington, 
Ved to my duty to make relating to the intolerable fe. &Fe. Se. Dated Dee. g, 1803; and 
inion; sardship at this time experienced by the in- sigued Joun Henperson. 
iment porters of rum. Stx,—Thoogh I class myself only 
There TO THE RT. HON, WILLIAM PITT, His | amongst the inferior sugar planters of Ja- 
ge is MAJESTY’S CHANCELLOR OF THE EX- | maica, and feel very inadequate in point of 
bill; § cHEauER, &c. &c. &c? the Memorial of | abilities to elucidate the following subject 
d re- COL. JOHN HENDERSON, humbly sheweth: | respecting West-Iodia produce, yet I fee) 
mem- That your Memorialist humbly submits | not less interested in the issue which may 
vhich for your perusal the copies, or nearly so, of | result from it, for seeing no other immedi- 
h, in le ters No. 1, 2,3, and 4, by yoor Memo- | ate prospect of relief, I think it a duty [ 
cived rialist, and also a copy of Resolutions, &c, | owe to myself, to my country, and to his 
much by the West-India Committee of Planters | Majesty's minister, to come forward on this 
ludi- and Merchants, as the same were submitted | particular occasion with a plain statement 
mini- to your predecessor, [These resolutions will | of facts, which it is imagined are incontro- 
od by be found in the Register, present volume, p.17. | veruble, and notwithstanding, however, in- 
ance {t is very necessary to refer to them.} the | effectual ihe application of an individual 
Right Hon. Henry Addington, &c. &c. upon | may ultimately prove, the facts themselv.s 
pane the subject of West-India produce.——That | must shew the absolute necessity there is 
, du- Upon a perusal of these papers, your pene- for a very considerable reduction of the 
ditor, trating eye, Sir, cannot pass unnoticed the | duties on rum, or an additional duty on 
f the uistressing situation to which the West-India | other spirits, and the importance of a full 
shit 10 planters are reduced; and, you must forcibly investigation of this subject, which it is 
lisbed $2, that the real interest of this parent state, hoped may be taken up anew, and, thatin 
i that of which you are again the principal guar- | a very serious manner by his Majesty's mi- 
orres- dian, calls aloud for relief, and an exercise | nister.——The charges and deductions on 
, gen- of due justice and tenderness to the planters | rom, per gallon, towhich the planter is sub- 
pupi- ot her valuable West-India colonies. jected, after completing the work of distil- 

PY. hat your Memorialist’s case individually is | lation, (exclusive of the cap‘tal which he 
= hard indeed.——The bovd upon his rum, | has engaged, and the annual contingencie: 
Covest He sated in his letters, being nearly expired, | thereon, which are now enormous) amount 
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fully to-what it will now sel! for at the Bri 
tich market. The British merchant cao 
atiest, that with a great many of the plan- 
ters, the nett proceeds of their sugar and 
rum, since the Jale excessive duties have 
taken place, scarcely pay the amount of an- 
nual necessary supplies sent from England, 
exclusive of what must also be had in Ja- 
maica, consequently many of them are daily 
sinking their capital, and are now driven to 
extreme distress, neither able 10 pay debts, 
interest, or even obtain a scanty support 
from their property.——-I am impelled to 
stand forward as an individual, having my- 
self at this time about one hundred pun- 
cheons of prime rum bonded at Leith, where 
the port charges are very moderate and the 
warket in general not inferior to any in this 
country, —-—This rum was insured at 201. 
sierling per puncheon by my merchants, 
Messrs. Wa. Sibbald and Co. who consi- 
dered that sum to be only a reasonable value 
under the various high contingencies vpon 
the estate, and it now appears, from the 
merchant's letier, which I have ready to 
produce, that the runt will not sell for the 
duty and expense from the distillery, which 
are néarly as follows, viz. 








Customs and excise per gallon £011 12 
Freight. - - - - - - - O10 
Insurance - - - - - - - 0 O 4 
Cooperage, land charges, and 

cellarrent - - - - - - OO 1! 


Commissions - - - - - - 00 2 
012 g 
Puncheons, for which no a!!ow- 
ance is.made in Britain, wain- 
age, wharfage, storage, cooper- 
age, Xe. oe - - ee te OO 1 O 
Wastage andintrest - - - 0 0 9 





ks an. *£0 14 0 
Lthink there is also an island duty.——JIn 


addition to these calculations there are ca- 
sualues, viz. First: That a loss often hap- 
pens which does not amount to a sum reco- 
verable against the underwriters, on an 


* Revisal of calculations 





ae ee 


comprehending 


duties imposed since the above calculations 


were made.——In making a fair statement 
of the present duties, charges, and evident 
losses on rum, per gallon, afier the work of 
distillation is complete, you must calculate 
Dpen a given sum tothe planter, as a part 
@! the expected return for his immense ca- 
pital, and his present very high annual con. 
Ungencies, say 2Ol. fhe every 130 galtons, 


which & commonly considered as being ra- 
ther under the avcrige quantity contained 
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[68 
average of 10 per cent. ——-Secondly: That 
ram being adulterated and rendered under 
proof before it is lodged in the bonded ware. 
house (which sometimes happens, yet can. 
not be proved against the offender). the 
selling price is thereby reduced, whilst the 


ee 








in a poncticon when it is sent from the 
estate full proof. 
‘Lhe late duty per gallon- - - O12 1 
Add new duty 12; per cent. on 
the above - 
War freight per gallon - - - O 1 QO 
Do. insurascce, about +« - - 
Cooperage, lauding charges, and 
cellar rent, about - - - - 
Insurance against fire when 
bonded, and subject to all 
charges, about - - - - 0! 
Brokerage in London, do. - -° OQ O Q3 
Commissicns on gress sales 2% 
per cent. subject to the duty, 
being paid by the purchaser, 
about - - - - - - 
Puncheons, for which xo el/ow- 
ance ts made in Britain, wain- 
ave, wharfage, storage, coo- 
perage, &c. upon a moderate 
calculation cf average, from 
the sti! to shipment, 
which the planter must pay 
in Jamaica <8 ee OS 
Common wastage from the es- 
tate to the landing in Britain, 
and loss of interest to the 
planter, who must pay the 
merchant interest for his com- 
mon advances, exclusive of 
loans, till he receives the neit 
proceeds, if any there be, at 
eae <6. ow AS Se cy ee 
Sundry casualties, as mentioned 
in my letter, No 1, exclusive 
of these calculations, at least 


QO O 


the 


The daty and charges, &c. per 
gallon from the still only to 
the period of sale, when 
bonded, isatleast - - - £016 6 
“ere 

100 puncheons of rum of 100 gallons €ac! 

at 10s. Od. per gallon, to which the plav'«t 


may be subjected before he obtains a sale 


for his rom, a; ter completing the work oO 
distiliation, is 8/2501. —From this sum ct 
8,250}. for duties and charges, government 
receives for duties only 6,250!.——Tb¢ 
chatges from the still to the Kritish market 
is 2,000].——Credit by late sales at Liver 
pook, subject to the payment of duty on'y 
from ts. to Is. 6d!"per galtow Jamaica rum 
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uty and all other charges, except the com- 
sission, remain the same. ‘Thirdly: ‘That 
he rum being bonded, in the hope of ob- 
ining a saving price, there is a further loss 
pf wastage, storage, interest, an | the duties 
which are charged upon the full’ quantity 
rst lodged in the King’s stores, though 
hat quantity is frequently very considerably 
educed before it is sold; and if the bond 
as expired before the sale, or when re- 
rauged, it becomes a heavy loss upon the 
nianter. Insurance against fire, &c. during 
that time ought also to be calculated 
‘ourthly : When the ram is above hydro- 
meter proof it pays 10s. 4id. per gallon 
duty for every gallon of strength over proof, 
and though under proof from causes before 
mentioned, yet it pays full duty. Fifthly: 
Biitish spirits, say ‘* good whiskey, at 
* strength 10 per cent. under hydrometer 
“ proof, sells now at Os. per gallon, which 
‘* clearly proves that the duty, &c. on Bri- 
“ tish spirits bear no proportion to that on 
‘‘rom.” How the British distillers can 
afford to sell at this price may be a matter 
of surprise, but such is the fact, that they 
do sell for about one-third of what rum can 
be sold at, upon a fair calculation. I 
cannot omit observing also, that the addi- 
tional duty upoa sugars of inferior quality, 
eguai to those of the first quality is severely 
teit; but as f understand that his Majesty's 
iinister has been pleased to signify that he 
vould take that grievance under considera- 
tion, [think it unnecessary to enlarge upon 
it. ——It is also felt as a very great hard- 
ship to pay duty on 15!b. of sugar per cask 
wore than can be charged to the purchaser ; 

















(his artes by the 7!b. of draught which is . 


withdrawa by the late act, aud Sib. for 
wastage, which has always been the prac- 
ice to allow the purchaser, and cannot be 
withdrawn from him, because even with 
hese allowances, the sugar, nine times out 
of teu, falls short very much indeed of the 
nett weight on which duties are paid. 
Tails grievance must have been overlocked, 


‘ 
t 








say 1s. Od, upon 100 ouncheons reduced to 
109 galfons each, 750].--— Balance for 
waoich the planter remains in debt, 1250). 
——~- Add the planter’s loss of the given sum 
201, per puncheon of 110 gallons, 2,000). 
——Total loss to the planter, 3,250]. It 
has bgen observed, that the rum market in 
ond is from 3s, to 3s. Od. per gallon. 
be it so, and that would only reduce the 
loss.in part, bug there is no demand ; and, a8 
ihe bouds become due, the planter must 
submit to a similar faie with his peigenour 
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at, Liverpool, pj “y * 





i..72 ‘ 
f 





JULY 23, 1804 —-J7 7b. the Treasury. 














t td. aA i » 
as his Majesty's minister conld never havé 
meant that’sach’ an injustice #hrouid’ have 
been introduced into his system ‘of finances 
and upon that ground ham Gearlyof opis 
nion, that the planter’s réal ‘Situarion* ni 
many respects has ‘either- been “imisrepre? 
sented, er not clearly stated to his’ Majesty's 
minister, because the ruinous fférencé td 
be drawn from these plain facts are too obs 
vious to be erased. —+—To these grievances 
allow me to add the losses to which the 
planter is subjected by frequent ‘decrease of 
negroes and cattle, from complaints incident 
to the island, and by various other casualties, 
the wasteful visitation of hurricanes; &oa 
&c. Then let it be inquired how the plan- 
ter can possibly maintain his credit, or carry 
on the eulture of his estate. If, instead 
of paying the charges of his estate by nett 
proceeds on his rum, which is always cal+ 
culated upon, he is brought in debt by the 
sales of this article after it arrives in Britain, 
is it any wonder that the planter should 
find kimself deeply aggrieved?’ Burdendd 
with excessive duties, which*actually pre- 
cludes him not only from profit, but from 
the means of keeping up his estate ‘without 
waste ; pressed by his creditors for-advances 
on which many cannot pay the ‘interest, 
consequently refused new loans, though his 
interest is actually nearly connected -With 
that of the British merchants, who umongit 
other things are justly alarmed by the ex- 
ample of independence in a neighbotring 
island. How hard is his situation?’ Fright- 
ful as this picture of the planters situation 
may appeur (though I admit.of exceptions 
amongst the very wealthy) it is a fuithfal 
one, and unless their grievances nyeets with 
some cflectual redress, the consequence must 
appear to the least discerning eye, raihoas 
to the colonies and highly ‘inyariove to the 
real interests of this country ——Tobere jis 
an ultimate point, beyond which nothing 
can be carried, and it is absolutely neces- 
sary that the planter, after so much patienee 
and long sufferiags, shoald’ now claim re- 
dress from the load under which he at ‘pre- 
sent groans, and that in the most unegui- 
vocal manner; justice, sound policy, and 
the real interest of Great Britain, call aloud 
for the ear of his Mayjesty’s minister; andvif 
that should be with-held, necessity will ¢oth- 
pel the planter to seek for some new mode 
of relief, in which case 1 think it incambent 
upon me to point out a measare Which may 
necessarily ensue; a measore’ which’ [- 
earnestly pray that the attention of his Ma- 
jesty’s minister, and lenity of the British 
merchant, may prevent. Were unanimity 
to prevail, the planters might determine ‘hot 
Sl ae 4 . - ; : 
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(6 ship any produce on their own account, 
but dispose of ft on the spot to the agents 
4f the British meréhants whose ships must 
be emploved,- add whothemselves, aided by 
thé consoiversy may and ean hight the battle 
Of Excedsiverdaties, when it comes within 


the reach of fhe Navigation Act, as 10 is | 
alleged, but errduecourly sa, the consoner | 


pays all ————=By this mode, aud puting ouly 


a very modersie value on ther. produce, it | 


- Would soon find. its level; the planiers 


woul !, in course, as usuc], take their-sup- 

plies of British manufactures in part of pay- 

meént, spply part to discharge of British aud 
other debts, and receive a part m money, or 
bills of exchange, for their own support, 

———Such aplan might be carned into eifect 

without breaking faith, more than what the 

planters’ unfortunate situation would compel 
them to, with the mercantile interest of this 
country, to whom, under the present sysiem, 
the planters cannot do justice in discharging 
their debts; and also, without diminishing 

@ strict adherence to the real toterests ot 

our country, and our valuable constitution, 

or that loyalty and attachment which I do, 

and | trust every other planter doe:, -un- 

feignedly bear for the best of Sovercigus. 
Memorandum. 

Mr. Addington was pleased to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of this, my first Jetier, 
which was afierwards sent to Mr. Vansiitart 
of the Treasury, to whom | was referred, 
with whom J had some mectings, and re- 
marks were made apparently pot untavour- 
eble to the planter, which I communicated 
to our agent, Edm. Po Lyon, Exq. &c. Lot 
as a general application from the planters 
and merchants ta a similar, and J trusted, 
to a more forcible effect, did not take place, 
as was-expected, J felt myself compelled to 
persevere individually, and to explain io 
manner and forni, as will appear by the 
copies of my letters No. 2 and 3. 

(No. Tl.) fo N Vausittart, Esg. Treasury. 
Pated March 1, 1804, end. signed Joun 
Hewprrson. 

Sin.—In cansequence ef what passed 
when: | was favoured .by a meeting on the 
subject of my letter respecting West-India 
praduce, | bey leave to submit a few addi- 
tiena! observations for your consideration. 
—— I admit, that pon the first view the 


» differenee between 8s. Gd. per gallon duty 


“Shy nom meay: rests 


. 


om English ‘pirits, and ts. Lid. per gallon 
duty amd ram; as you observed, does not ap- 
pearenotmous ; but the poiat in difference 
upon thatstatement only, 
thRofollawing remarks. 


-_ 






i J P) ~~ 











POLITICAL REGISTER — Col. Henderson's Correspondence 














“an 
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tionally extensive, but also much mate ha. 
zardous than that which is required for dis. 
tilling British spirits. 2d. Wheo British 
spirits are once from the still, they’are im. 
mediately, and upon a trifling eXpense, at 
market; whereas rym brought to the Bri- 
tish market.is, upon a fair and full calcula. 
tion, attended with an additional expense, 
and lass, equal to aboul 4s. per gallon, 
which makes a difference of abont Os, 6d, 
per gallon against rum, iucluding duty and 
charges from the sull only ; this, 1 trust, 
will be a fair matter for consideration when 
the question cf duty shall be fally consider. 
ed 4d. Here I do not pledge myself, but 
if Ihave been rightly informed, * the pro. 
* fits on British spirits, and the demand, 
“ have, of late years, been so great, that 
“ many have taken up the business very 
* extensively indeed, perhaps, even to ex- 
* ceed the consumption ;" partly from that 
cause, and partly from the great temptation 


ee wea 


tor smuggling both British and Foreign spi- § 


rits, together with the force of habit, (a3 9 


the Spaniards prefer rancid butter in the 


West-Indies, where we prefer it sweet,) the § 


use of rum, owing to the difference of price, 
by high duty and other unavoidable charges, 
is almost given up, and inferior spirits pre- 
ferred. In answer,—I cannot hazard an 


opinion respecting a fair line to be drawn | 
between the English and Scotch disti}leries, | 
however, | am inclined to think, that the | 
landed interest, say the Scotch farmer, with | 
whom I have had more particular opportu: | 


nities of being acquainted, does not benefit 


morg, if so much, as the English, by reason § 
of the great consumption of grain used, and | 
by the great extent to which British spirits 7 
The middle man | 
and smuggler seem to reap the benefit; and | 


are disulled and used, 


not the landed interest. ——That the use of 
inalt liquor, epon a lull and tair investiga- 
tion, would be found preferable not only fo 


increase the revenue eventually, but also be | 


found beneficial in every other point of view, 
I think, can be clearly demonstrated. The 
distillation ot British spirits, I understand, 's 
by no means contined to malted grain; g0- 
vernment is defrauded by the vast number 
of private stills which are daily at work ; iv 
short, smuggling is carfied ow to ‘such 25 
extent, that it will require a very éxemplary 
punishment before it can be checkéd ‘es 
abolished, ——As to the 15lb-of sugar which 
I mentioned in my leiter, T.can only add, 
that trifling as it may appear, it Will always 
be conceived to be an act of injustice to pay 
duty on that which we have not to sell, 2n¢ 


which, I am fully persuaded, was not orig! 


nally so intended, and as you, Sir, ho dod! 
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3] iianie ) 
jean that yoar system of finance shoukl be 
iounded upon justice, I fully hope, ‘that 
hrifling as it may seem, you will not only 
semove that evil, Mut also direct that a pro- 
er allowance should hereafter be made at 
reighing, as it is a well Known fact, that 
even the best of sugar, upon laying a mode- 
rate time for sale, after the movement and 
weighing immediately at landing, ust 
suffer a considerable diminution of weight, 
by draining, before it can be sold.——I am 
fsorry to add, that in course of conversation 
] have found several of the gentlemen in- 
terested in this business, who admit the facts 
in my statements on this subject, and who 
allow, that without a redress of these griev- 
ances, unavoidable ruin must attend many, 
yet they seem hopeless as to the effect of 
even a general application to his Majesty's 
q inivister; because, say they, our applicatjous 
ee of late vpon that subject have had no serious 
ee atienton paid to them. However, Sir, 
though a general application would be much 
more desirable, because it would undoubt- 
edly have more force, yet such reasoning 
shall not deter mé, because I aim of opinion 
that his Majesty’s present minister wrll /is- 
fen to facts and redress real ortevances, Whe- 
ther the application comes trom a body col- 
lectively, or from an individual, and I tlatter 
myself with the hope, that my opinion in 
this itostance will soon be verified to the 
world.—-I wrote to the gentleman whom 
I mentioned, respecting a plan for adopting 
the ad valorem duty, &c. and T have receiv- 
ed for answer, that as he will have occasion 
to wait on you very soon upon other basi- 
ness, be will take the same opportunity of 
entering upon thit business. 

(No. HI) To N. Vansittart, Esg. Treasury, 
Dated April 20, 1804, and signed Joun 
HENDERSON. 

Sik ,———In consequence of what passed 
when I was last favoured with an audience, 
anid having been unfortunate in not seeing 
youon my late calls at the Treasury, 1 beg 
jcave through you, Sir, again to solicit the 
attention of bis Majesty's minister npon the 
subject of West India produce. That the 
motives by which I have been actuated thus 
to trouble you individually, may be cleariy 
understood, I beg leave to observe, that my 
first letter upon that subject, was submitted 
at a period when there was no prospect of an 
carly meeting of the West India planters and 
merchants; at a period when there was vo 
agent for the Island of Jamaica to consult 
with, or to bring the business forward with 
that force and ability which the magnitude 
of the grievance required; at a period cal- 
culated to give full time for inquiry, touch- 
















JULY 21, 3804.—M7 stb the Treasury. 
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ing the facts conipfained of; befote the sysé 
tem of finance tor this. year could have been 
decided upon; avdsat a, period when ty 
own particular case Joudly called for redresty 
having then had) a quantity of rum on the 
point of being sold; which, wader the pres- 
sure of duties, would have brought ine ia 
debt, instead of vielding about the sam of 
20001. as an adequate retury for my capital, 
and actually for wy sapport. Thos circum 
stanced 1 stopped the sale, in hopes that 
through my representations I should obtain 
relief; but now, as the bond is nearly ex- 
pired, and no reiief is signified to be grantee, 
the same cause of gricvance still exists, aua 
the same reasons operate fur my again ad- 
dressing you, ——-I have had comuunica- 
tions respecting a turther remonstrance froin 
the North, upon the subject of ram and Bri- 
lis spirits, and the result is, tbat ** I still 
find that a yreat proportion of the inbabi- 
tants are supplied so amply and, sa, ex- 
ecedingly cheap by spirits trom the smug- 
gled stills, thatthe use ef rum is almost 
suspended, and meant soto. be, whilst that 
inode of supply in part, and alse, the sup- 
ply from entered distilleries. gan. be ob- 
tained wp o the present. low terms, com- 
“ pared with the unavoidable high :price pt 
“rum, iu consequence of the bigh duties 
* upon it.” As to the question of ad uahrem 
duties, I understand that the. gentleman 
whom I mentioned has by thistime subayt- 
ted his plan for yourconsideration; however, 
| iad thet he does not seem Inelined to have 
the plan adop.ed at which you. hinted, or 
selling sugars by public auction, because, »as 
he ob-erves, that the jpresent mode isin fact 
a publicsale. J] am aware, 1 nay, be told, 
that if the grievances of which L.complain 
are of magni.ude, an application would hase 
been made long «go by a general meeting of 
the West india planters and merchants,,.. Lo 
this Danswer, that many meetings for this, 
and similar causes liave been- held, partigu- 
larly one on ihe 21th of June, 1803, when 
their) resoluteuns cleariy evinced the neces- 
sity for adopting the ad vawrem, principle, 
and also, exhibswed the consequences that 
must ulucetely follow from cxcessive dutics 
on rum; but these representations on, his | 
question having slept at the Treasury ever 
since that period, it appears 10 be considered 
by many as a pioot that whe plasters’ distress, 
by whatever mods it may be represented, 
seems not to attract the attention of bis: Mz 
jesty’s minister, end many ere, of .ommion, 
that further similar applications; will, mot 
produce relief. However, Sirs as: kgob- 
served ja wu tormer letter, such reasomny 
ave Dot prevelil my siatement of the facis; 
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‘ 
we Hi arid; if! Lam, by the act of his Majesty's mi- | Majesty's free-born subjects of England, at 
ie ‘pistef to’ be reduced to beggary, or a state | ——— J he settlers in Jamaica do thereupor 1 ait 
Ss @f etarvation, as I cannot yet suppose it to | apprehend, that the laws of England are a 
be av intentional act, 1 am determined it | their birth right, and that they have just th 4 Be 
j shall not be owing to want of my giving him | same legal right to the protection of thei: | Jo 
i’ previous information with regard to this | freeholds as the peuple of England have oe i, 
4 i matter. ——- As to the reduction of duties, J theirs, and to the framing their win scanty 
+ | ain awate of the existing idea that these are | laws by a governor, council, and assembly, | eR) 
ae ot ‘times for reducing them, or by any | exactly in imitation of the King, Lords, and § a -a 
i" ‘, means Jessening the revenue. In answer, [ | Commons, That the revenue act, which § Ipalpa 
se freely admit that these are times when the was passed In the year 1728, having been if th 
et 4 planter, in conformity with other subjects, wisely, voluntarily, and for a valuable consi- | PGR 
. if conght to contribute freely and largely to sup- deration ratified by the Crown, doth amount . if my 
tha: port the exigencies of government. Yet, | to a fair, honest, and mutual contract be- ae 
Bho: I Sir, as [ formerly hinted, there is an ulti- | tween the King and People, in virtue of Hines 
ey mate point beyond which the planter’s | which, all the privileges, uNmunities, tree- | the nl. 
rik grievance cannot patiently be endured. It | holds, and possessions of the people ok Je rn, 
If S is a stubborn fact, that the planters e// 1s ; maica, and all the incidents of every of the St at 
ie now at stake, and if ls Majesty's ministers | said immunities, freeholds, and possessions, Gy... 2 
ts shall determine against every mode of relief, | were of new declared, and by his Majesty | by he 
ie is it to be wondered at if despair should en- | ratified and expressly confirmed, and for § Mer ite 
‘ig dt sue, and consequences follow thereupon | him, his heirs, and succe-sors for ever, sad J the 
Day highly injurious to the real interest ot this | to all intents and purposes made petpetua! | ie Ses 
ai country? If I am rightly informed, there | —-~—This being an act for granting a grow i 
iat are gentlemen in office who do not hesitate | ing revenue to his Majesty, his heirs, aod | anit Th 
to declare, ** that the West India colonies | successors, and for reviving and per petuating ! that ti 
(say Jamaica) does not fairly contribute | the acts and laws of that island, is, in trath, ae nd 
“to the general expense of goverament, | the modern magna charta of Jamaica. [tis Stet 
* and therefore, is not entitled to an equally | a charter of confirmation which is pot sub- rity a 





free protection with this country, or to | ject to the same or the like exceptions a 


: Ameri 
“that effect.” The consequence is, that , were taken tothe magna charta of England, | 


Were | 








. ' 

| sich observations from gentlemen high in ; when it was suggested that the eld charter tendin 
F Ve power, has an improper influence on the | could be vacated upon the heads of infancy | rica, 2 

‘aie roinds of many, who erroneously suppose , and duresse. (See Lord Coke’s Proem t easel 
Bt that the planters are rolling in riches, and | the second Part of his Institutes.) Wheres posses: 
t j cannot be'loaded too heavily with taxes and | the Jamaica charter is grounded on a ple-| immer 
Hy, duties, Now, Sir, fairly to meet such de- | nary consent, preceeding from a_vaiuale wartd 
it clarations involves two great qnestions, | and growing consideration, and was volvn- con:‘rik 
4! which seem not to be fully understood. | tarily confirmed by his Majesty in the v2: | ideas. ; 
aly The first is, whether or not the planters of | turity of his judgment, as well as in the ripe inhabit 
i , Jamaica, (the produce of whose industry, | ness of his years ; it was neither extorted by remen 
ti whose wealth and riches, whatever they may | torce or obtained by fraud, and therefore, | of Sov 
i} “ be, being ultimately lodged in the bosom of | ali their liberties, immunities, privileges, | their . 
Bi a this country) are or are not entitled to en | and possessions enjoyed under that charte' Lake } 
riiee equally nice-wets tall protection with British. | are possessed jusid causd precedente. In gested, 
nib borh sudjects in this country? I answer, | sh Wt, itis very plain and clear from the laws pe 
rial that they are entitled to an equally free and j af ont mother country, and the confirmeé is with 
tal full protection, in terms of what must be laws of Jamaica, that all the old and va- subinit 
Pi deemed the: modern magna charie of Ja- | luable laws ia Hagland are truly the birt do, for 
55} maica—-—That his Majesty, King Charles | right of the people of that island; and " for the 
‘a the Second, by his Royal Proclamation for , hath been adjndged in Westminster Ha!), West ] 
encouraging’ planters in Jamaica and the | that those brave Britons, who made the co» erited 
West indies, given at Whitehall the i4th | quest of Jamaica, can never be supposed (0 what n 
he peso in the eanonets year of his have forteited the concessions of the Crow? be obt: 
Poh aebiiae eee dectare, “+ that all | or the benefit of the laws of ‘heir own cout Case is 
~s . no wep cd free boro sub | try, by adding a valuable jewel to the for unforte 
“i _— rine ; hy be born: in Jamaica, mer, and by opening a new fountain of trace aoxiou 
a me mo veer ao — be re- | and siches to the latter. The second oe ters for 
Teen land; and shall: baw Oe peel of | whether or not the planters of Jamaica, »" stares { 

, Ht) Dave-the game privi- | der-the circumstances of a colony, do of, «° tached 


“ by . . : : 
leges, to all intents and purposes, as bis | not, by various ways, contribvte a full pt 
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and. portion of their ypcomae, towards the general 
apo support of government a I answer, that the 
r sianters of Jamaica do contribute more than 
d he full proportion of their income to the ge- 
nits yeral expense of the empire. This is 4 po- 
a Y, kijion that will admit of easy proof, for many 
fail of the planters, so far from even deriving a 
aah scanty support from their estates, are by eX- 
Pe, cessive duties, &c. daily sinking their capi- 
hich tal, and this is unfortunately for them tco 
wi palpable a troth to require demons'ration.— 
. if these facts are unknown to the adminis: 
md trative government, as they seem to be, and 
wee if my sia‘ements can make no impression, or 
: be. : if they can have burt litth: weight, let the 
3 . guestion be brought fairly to issue, and: then 
‘iy the planters will have an opportunity of pro- 
ok oF Bducing such evidence in support of their as- 
4) the sertions, as will carry conviction to every 
or, unprejudiced mind. | havé also heard that 
5 we it has been cbserved, “ the planters have 
‘ we ‘ not the means of obtaining relief, but by 
. 0 “ the actof his Majesty's ministers, in which 
vid « case, be their bed hard or soft, they must 
3 ‘le thereupon.” In answer, I freely ad- 
Rat mit the tact, yet, I shall be bold to remark, 
aaUing that neither iheir condition, the general \e- 
troth, nor ot their conduct, nor the pressure of the 
Its times, can justify ap exercise of such sewe- 
: il rity against them. I remember well the 
ily American war; I remember when ideas 
gland, were afloat, and industriously circulated, 
barter tending toshow that North and South Ame- 
fancy rica, and the West Judia Islands united, 
oe a would form a government of great strength, 
a possessing great wealth, and would farnish 
’ ,. immense resources for trade with all the 
_ world; J remember being ene of those who 
eel con ributed to suppress such circulating 
pms ideas, aud with the honest Joyal planters and 
Eat inhabitants, spurned and rejected them; J 
ed byy remember the period when the inhabitants 
etore, of South America were ripe for shaking off 
lege’ their yoke, and had our expedition for the | 
,, Lake Nicaragua at that time been we'll di- 
| ested, as government meant to assist them, 
lle it would have been carried into effect,——It 
pre is with all due loyalty and respect, that I 
0 v3: tubmit these facts for consideration, which J 
eT i do, for the good of this my native country ; 
H be for the good of my brother planters in the 
mu West Indies, and that of my own interest. 
= united with both; because, 1 clearly foresee 
— what must eventually take place, unless relict 
 .. be obtained in some shape or other.—My 
case is only similar to that of many other 
‘wi Unfortunate but loyal planters, who are 
1 is anxiously looking up to his Majesty's minis- 
fm ters for speedy relief, at a moment when ruin 

oe Stares those of them in the face who are at. 


pro tached to their mother country, and to his 
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Majesty's person and government, and which 
they have on many occasions zealously: de- 
monstrated. They have been ever ready to 
contribute their proportion to the exigencies 
of government, feeling equally entitled:with 
British-born subjects to every privilege and 
protection; and they are daily, by their hard 
earned means, producing a growing and im- 
mense revenve to his Majesty's government. 
—I earnestly solicit the favour of an-an- 
swer, whether in favour of, or against-relief, 
that LT may the better prepare my family for 
their reduced situation, 
Memorandum by Col. Henderson. 

IT am informed, since writing the above, 
that about 300 puncheons of rum were 
lately sold at Liverpool, subject to the pay- 
ment of the duty only, at from Is. to 1s. Od. 
per gallon, Jamaica, and 6d. per gallon for 
Leeward Island ram; so thal by my former 
calculation, which stands uncontroverted, 
| the unfortunate owners in addition to the 
| loss of the whole return expected from ram 
| for their capital, and antuzel contingencies, 
they will suffer a'so a loss of about 2s, Od. 
per gallon, to make up the charges from the 
still only. 1 did not see the proceedings of 
the Asscmbly in Jamaica tor i802, respect- 
| ing the French priwoners, Xe. nor the point- 
ed caleulations of Simon Taylor, Esq. till 
this Ist day of May, 1804; and oa thesame 
lay, | observed by the proceedings of tbe 








C 

House of Commons, that the duty on rain 

would now be 128, Gd. per gallon, .avud on 
27s. perewt. ‘Ihe old) argument is 


erroneously kept up; that the consumer 
pays all nowwithstanding thatrumis scarcely 
used, and the consumption of sugar froin 
the old British Iaods. tm this country, for 
| Jast year, IT am informed, is but little more 
than half of what it was ia BSO!, 
| (No IV.) Copy of a Letter fiom Edmund 
|  P. Lyon, sg. Agent for the diland of Ja- 
} 
! 


| sugar 
| stig 

} 

| 

} 


maica, to Col; Henderson, dated May 29, 
1SO4. 

Dear Sir,~—I received your letter 
yesterday evening, and now enclose, for your 
perusal, my copy of the resolutions of the 
standing committee on the subject of dhe late 
additional daties on sagar.. When the.come 
mittee waited on Mr. Addington, he ex- 
pressed his conviction that the tax. would 
fall on the consumer, and seemed to adhere 
to that notion, though we adduced reasons 
to the contrary. He told us thai the addi- 
tional duties would contipne to compose part 
of the taxes which iL was Decyseary fo 1m- 
pose, and promised that be would, indivi- 
dually, asa member of Pariiement; endeaveur, 
by proper regulatibas, te encourage the ¢x- 
poriativn of the surplus of sugar beyond the 
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home consumption. As to rum, he informed 
us that government had endeavoured lo pro- 
mote the consumption of it. by directing, 1p 
certain instances to which he alluded, that 
it should be used by the army and the navy. 
J shail be extremely happy to hear that any 
thing is likely to be done by which the 
planter shall be relieved. ~ 
(No. V) Aaswer to Memorial, dated Trea- 
sury Chambers, June 23, 1804, and signed 
by W Stu«Ges Bourne. 
Sitx,——Having laid before the Lords 
Comatissioners of his Majesty's ‘Treasury, 
your memorial of the Oth inst. praying that 
your rum may be purchased at a fair price 
for the use of the navy or army. Or that the 
execution o: the bond upon it may be sus 
pended nil relief can be obtained. [ am 
commanded by their lordships ‘to acquaint 
you, that upon consideration of all the cir. 
cumstances stated in your application, my 
lords cannot comply with your request, 
(No. VI.) Memorandum by Col. Hen- 
derson. 

Col. Henderson having been informed that 
applications for relief, upon the subject of 
duties on West India produce, had also been 
made from Liverpool, Bristol, and Glasgow, 
he wailed on Mr. Bourne at the Treasury, 
on the 27th June, 1§04, and begged to know 
if these applications had met with the same 
fate as his memorial. Answer. “ They 
** did. Your memorial was laid before the 
** Lords of Council for Trade; and also, 
the Lords of the Treasury, who were of 
opinion that they had not power for grant- 
* ing relief.” Col. Henderson then asked, 
if hope might be enter:ained, that his Ma- 
jesty's ministers had in contemplation any 
pian tor bringing about relief—Answer.— 
** [ have not heard of any such plan being 
** 10° Contemplation.” Or words to that 
effect. 
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Extract from the Minutes of the Assembly of 
Jamaica, Dec. 17, 1803, relative to the 
French Prisoners brought thither from St. 
Demingo. : 

Message brought by the Governor's Secre- 
tary. —— Mr. Speaker, I am commanded by 
his Honour the Lieutenant Governor to in- 
torm the House, that he has commupicated 
with Sit Thomas Duckworth, on the sub- 
gectof the number of prisoners of war now 
mu this [sland ; and, as his Honor finds that 
the Aduitfal’s instructions strictly enjoin him 
wor 19 hire vessels for the Purpose of sending 
prisenegs ty Eefape, but to avail himself 
trom Ute to time of the opportanities which 


Say olftr, in vessels ewployed In the service 
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of government, or in his Majesty's ships of 
war. His Houvotr is induced to submit to the 
most serious considerations of the House, the 
propriety of ¢heir adopting some means of 
rchieving the Island from its present state of 


alarm.—His Honodur has the satisfaction to 7 
add, that the Admiral has expressed his rea. 7 


diuess to afford any facility in his power, by 
employing his Majesty's artificers in caulki ¢ 
and preparing the vessels for sea, and fur- 
nishing provisions and water at the expense 
of his Majesty's government..——'The pro- 


’ bad 


bable expense of shipping for three thousand | 


prisoners of war in cartels to France, is esti- 
mated at 50,000 1. sterling ¢ 


but, should the | 


House be of opinion, that it would be more | 


eligible to send off all the commissioned off- @ 


cers, a measure Which his Honour cannot too | 


strongly recommend, as the Adairal’s in- 
structions restrict 


him from permitting | 


them to return to France; the expense of J 


providing accommodations for the officers 1s 
estimated at 40,0001. sterling. 


Ordered: That the above report and two ' 


messages be referred to the committee of @ 


the whole House, to inquire into, and toke | 
further into cousideration the state of the | 


Island. 


Resolutién, Dec. 21, 1€03.——To send 27 
message to his Honour the Lieutenant Go- | 
vernor, acquainting him, that although there | 
is great cause fur apprehension and alarm, in 9 
having a very large body of prisoners in the | 
Island, yet the House cannot undertake, for | 
eny part of the expense of sending prisoners | 
ot war off the Island; and, the House beg | 


leave to request that his Honour will use «i! 


means that may be in his power for the | 
speedy removal from ‘the Island of all pri- | 


soners of war pow here. 


one _——-- 
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Jamaica Comrraints.—The former pat) 


| of this sheet the reader will find occupied 


with a correspondence relative to this sub- 
ject. That the statements in this corre: 
pondence are correct few persons can dou) 
and, admitting them to be so, no one, tt 
to be supposed, will deny that the particu 


lar case complained of is very hard. Io} 


deed it is evident some redress is becow? 
absolutely necessary. The system of tas 
tion has in this respect been carried bey ond 
all endurance: the bow has been strained 
till it must break if not speedily relaxed 
Far other seems, however, to be the opiniun 
of goverument. Not only do they appee! 


to be resolved to persist in the exormou' 
custom-house impositions, but also to bur 
den the colony with the expenses necess3') 
if there wanted any ‘prod 


to its security. 
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ps of § f this theirintention it would be found in 
oth & he recent attempt to make the Assembly 
ey the | uruish the means of sending to Europe the 
ins of F ‘reach prisoners lately cat ried into Jamaica 
ite of § rom St. Domingo, than which a request 
mo | yore contrary to justice and to reason can- 
reas not be conceived,——After the reader has 
r, by § erused the minute of the Assembly, which 
Iki ¢ [he will find in g precediog page of this 
fur- § sheet, and which contains the Governor's 
perise Pinessage and the Assembly's answer, he 
proe Gmshould be informed, that the number of 
usand | prisoners was soon after doubled ; so that, if 
; esti- the Assembly had consented to the request 
1 the made to them, the Island would have been 
more put toan expense of at least 100,000), ac- 
| offi. cording to the estimate of the Governor 
at 100 himseit; and who ts there that does not 
$ ine | know how far such estimates always fall 
itling short of the final amount. It is probable 
se of | the expense would have amounted to nearly, 
ers is § it not quite, 200 OOO. and this the people 














| of Jamaica were to pay as a sort of fee for 
two | 


the tavour of having imminent danger re- 
ce of MM moved from them ; danger in the producing 
take | of which neither they nor their representa- 


tives had had any concern. ‘The prisoners 
amounted, at last, to about edgtt or nine thoa- 
sand, at a moment when the British troops 
in the Island were considerably short of four 
thousand. If the Admiral knew that he 


f the : 


nd a 
Go- | 


there f 


n, in| could not depart from his orders; if he 
n the § dared not take upon himself to engage ves- 
» fork sels for the purpose of sending home these 
yners prisoners, why did he take them from St. 

beg Domirgo? That, in assisting to re-establish 


“the hideous black einpire,” he should 
imagine he was doing a service acceptable 
to Mr. Addington and his colleagues must 
be wonderful to all those who recollect the 
grounds on which those gentlemen justified 
the permission they gave the Consul to 
send out-his fleet and army; but, at any 
rate, if the Admiral thought it right to co- 


e all 
- the 


pil- 


part | 


pied 


sub- operate with Dessalines and his comrades, 
ries there could be no reason why the people of 
ub, Jamaica should pay for it ; there could be 
it is no reason why they should be called upon 
cu exclusively to defray the expen-e of an ex- 
Jo-| pedition tndertaken for the general interest 
oie of the empire. The vnreasonableness of 
ana- such a demand upon them was evident; but 
ond it was thought, perhaps, as in the case of 
ined the black slave regiments in 1793, that ter- 


ror would supply the place of reason and of 
Justice. Had the coffers of the Assembly 
been full, it is probable they would have 


1008 given way; but, if they had been willing, 
pur they were, as they assert, unable. —— Whe- 
sary ther ships have been seat out to bring the 


Prisoners to Europe, or not, is aot certain, 
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The public have, however, been recently in- 
formed of a conspifacy having been déréct= 
ed, from which it appeared, ‘that a rising of 
the prisoners was to have taker place, ‘ad 
that they were to havé been’ aided by dther 
French and some Spaniards who were’ to 
come over from Cuba, This’ intelligerice 
may have been premature, but it is by nb 
means improbable ; and, ifany unfortunate 
stroke should fall upon Jamaica from the 
cause here spoken of, the nation will find 
but a poor compensation in any punishmeut 
that can be inflicted npon those, to whose 
fully or wickedness the calamity mast be 
attributed.* 
Corn Laws.—Another of these laws is 
now passing, or has just passed. It were 
sincerely and devoutly to be wished, thas 
conjugal love always burnt with as steady 
a flame as the love of law-giving! About 
three or four years ago law upon law came 
forth to prevent the exportation and to lower 
the price of bread corn; and now we have 
begun to make laws to encourage what we 
then prohibited. If no jaw had ever been 
passed upon the subject, and if courts of jus- 
tice had never meddled widi the matter, the 
scarcity would not have been nearly so see 
verely felt as it was; andthe plenty would 
not now have been swelled to a superabun- 
dance, not so alarming, indeed, to the coun- 
try, as the scarcity was, but injurious to it, 
and, eventually may be productive of very 
bad consequences. The resiziction as ta 
exportation is taken off, too, at a wrong 
time. ‘There is no telling, as yet, what will 
be the produce of the next harvest. We 
have had four dry summers successively ; 
five successively have not been known ia 
this country, within the memory of the old- 
est man living ; and if we should now have 
a harvest like that of 1799, the quartern 
loaf may yet sell for a shilling before Christ- 
mas. If that should happen to be the case, 
will it not be said with truth, that Mr. Ad- 
dington is the luckiest of mortals! Just as 
the reins of power were put into his feable 
hands, plenty began to return: the next 
harvest favoured by the seasons as well as 
by the extraordinary exertions in agriculture 
occasioned by the high prices, was the most 
abundant ever known in England. ‘The 





* It may be necessary to refer here to 
the several parts of the Register, where the 
documents and observations relating to the 
disputes between the Government and the 
Assembly of Jamaica are to be found; to 
wit; Vol. II. p. 254, 265, 313, and’328, 
Vol. V. p. 397, 403, 771, and 796. Vol. VL 
p. 1 and 65. | oe 
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produce of this harvest began to come to 
market, just as his measure of peace was 
concluded. He it was, therefore, that gave 
the country “ peace and plenty; and thos 
this most dangerous fallacy got possession of 
the minds of the people — Plenty seems now 
to have incr-ased ti'] it ought to go no tar 

ther; till, in fact, it is, in the opinion of the 
legislature become an evil; anid, in order to 
lessen it, we are to pay, Owl o the taxes 
a bounty for sending corn 
This seems, th 
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How silly, then, how stupid, was the ery of 
peace and a large loaf!" And how scanty 
must bave been the sense, or how abundant 
the baseness, of those persons, who, calling 
themselves gentlemen, encouraged that cry | 
It was indeed the lowest of all political 
tricks: the most shameful means of shel- 
tering themselves trom public indignation : 
an appeal to prejudice, to ignorance, to sel- 
fishness, to laziness, and to gluttony, where- 
ever they were to be found. 
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of in the preceding sheet, p. 46, where some 
quotations were made from an excellen: | 








ss ject of Irish paper Currency was treated | 
' period; and, in a third column, he shov' 
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work of Mr. Parnell. The same subject ha; 


been ably discussed in a still more recent | 
publication entitled “ An Essay on Con. | 


« mercial Exchanges, &c. &c.” by Mr. J. L 


Foster a nephew, it appears, of the present | 


Irish Chancellor of the Exchequer. 


This, as § 


far as J am able to judge, is, as to the far 


greater part of it, a very valuable addition to 
the works relating io the science of which it 
treals. 
covers great proiundity of thought as well as 
a very extensive acquaintance with facts, It 
Ireland be doomed ‘o ruin from financial er- 
rors, it will not be tor want of knowledge 
a.nongst Irishmen.—-— From the title of Mr. 


Foster's work it will naturally be concluded, J 


Like the work of Mr. Parnell, it dis- § 


that it does not confine itself to the circum- | 


stances relating to the exchange between § 
Great Britain and Ireland; bur, the cniy | 


part of it that I think it necessary particu- 


larly to notice upon this occasion is that J 


which comes to the support of what has, st 
different times, been advanced upon that 
subject in the Register, earnestly recom- 


mending the whole work to the perusal of | 


the reader. — —_ Tu not cing the facts state ) 
by Mr. Parnell (see Register, p. 50) relative ; 
to the exchange between Dublin and Pel- § 


fast, bs tween London and Belfast, and be- 
tween London and Dublin, I should have 
applicd them to establish the fact of a rea! 


depreciation of the English bank paper as we'! § 
This Mr. Foster has done. | 


as the Irish. 
Having previously proved that the real ex 


change, that isto say the exchange indepen- 
dent of all considerations as to the present | 


value of paper in either country, is 1 
favour of Ireland, he proceeds, 


« It isevident that if the Kank of England 
“ notes have suffered no depreciation, and 
‘ that the real exchange between England 
«and Ireland is at par, the premium paid 
“ for guineasin Dublin must equal the un- 
“« favourableness of the nominal exchange. 
“ But if the Bark of England notes are de- 
‘* preciated and the real exchange is at pat, 
“* the premium paid for guineas in Dublin 
“ must equal the unfavourableness of the 
“ nominal exchange p/us the depreciation 
“ of English paper; for it must, be recollect- 
‘* ed that the exchange of England against 
“ Dublin is not of Irish paper against gold, 
“ but against English paper.” | He then in- 
serts a table showing the amount. of pre- 
miums paid for gold in Dublin, from Japu- 
ary, 1503 to March last ; as also the rate ©! 
the nominal exchange (that is. of Englis! 
against Irish bank notes) daring, the sam 


in a] 
subsequent part of his book, as follows. | 
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5) JULY 21, 
he exctiange between English bank notes 
mid Irish gold. “* rom this table,” says he, 
it will appear, that the depreciation of 
English bank notes first produced a sen- 
cible effect about ine month of September 
last; for, adding the premiom on gold to 
the real exchaiige ond subiraeting the no- 
minal exchanee 8 + 1 — Gt = 24, the 
* depreciation ot En@lish paper. If such a 
result had appeared coly in that month, 


. minal 


‘we might seek for some other cause of the 
« codden fluctuation ; the 
‘ contrary, continued permanent since that 


but it has, on 


“time: a permanent etfect must be referred 
‘toa permanent cause.” 
the depreciation of English paper is stated to 
be as follows. 1803, Sep. 25, Oct. 24, Nov. 
2,7,, Dec. 27°, 3 1904, Jan. 24, Feb. 2.4%, 
March 34. It is remarkable that the result 
of this calculation agrees with the fact men- 
tioned by Mr. Burrowes before the select 
committee on Irish exchange, éhat 2} is now 
paid in London ta procure geld in exchange 
tor Bank of England notes. Jt agrees also 
with the excess of the’ market price above 
fhe mint price of gold, which gives a depre- 
ciation of somewhat less than three per cen- 
tum. ‘ Thus also.” continues Mr. Foster, 
© it will be easy te account for the exchange 
‘* of London having been of late so much in 
‘* favour of Belfast, sometimes even 3. per 
‘ centum; for this wasan exchange of gold 
“ against bank of England paper; and the 
‘« reader will observe, that in October, 1803 
“ (that is the month after the depreciation 
‘of English paper first appears to have 
“ been sensibly felt), the exchange became 
** suddenly 24 per centum in favour of Pel- 
“ fast; and it is remarkable, that it has 
since continued in favour of Belfast, 
* nearly to the same amount that the Eng- 
lish paper appears to have been depre- 
** ciated.” Leaving this statement t 

produce the conviction which can scarcely 
fail to follow a perusal of it, | beg leave to 
remind those who have long been my read- 
ers, of the censure and abuse that have been 
heaped upon me by the hirelings of govern- 





ment, for having insisted, that the work of 


depreciation had begun upon Eng!ish bank 
paper, This assertion is now openly and 
unequivocally made by Mr. Foster. It has 
recently been half made by others; but this 
gentleman makes it in so many words; snd 
[shall be much deceived if any Treasury pen 
Will be drawn forth for the purpose of con- 
tradicting him.——The fact of depreciation 
being asserted by Mr. Foster, let peaple now 
app'y to him to know, ‘* how the paper can 
‘ — * . 
i Py be depreciated while a one pound 
uote and a shilling will buy as much bread 


The progress of 
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* as a guinea, and will indeed exchange for 
“ agmora.” This mystery: 1 endeavoured 
toexplain in the Register Vol. V. p. 572: 
perhaps he will -be more successful. The 
truth is, however, that they are, wpon this 
subject, to be instructed only by their feel- 
vet. ‘hey muet suffer as the people in 
Ireland have, and yet do, before they will 
learn to despise the jugglers by whose tricks 
they are now deceived and amused: clowns 
never form a just opinion of the mountebank 
ull they are half kiiled by the poisonous ope- 
ration of ‘Tnns J should say, that 
the nation is net yet sick enough: it must 
be much sicker before it will be well. Pre- 
cisely how much longer it will require to 
bring our paper to the same state as that of 
Jreiand is in it would be difficult to say. 
Much will depend upon the events of the 
war. But, it would be foolish not to recol- 
leet, that the premium paid for gold in Dub- 
anuary, 1803, risen from 3 to 


his drugs. 


. 
— 


lin has, sines 
iOpercentum. Itisnot much more than a 
ce the work of open de- 
preciation began in Tre‘and. It started with 
a premium ot 3 per centum for gold; and, 
let it be remenibered, that it isa fact prov d 
acommittee of the House ot Com- 


year at da half sin 


before 
af a premium of 25 per centum’ is 
given for gold in England! It wouid 
tiliy not to Keep these things in our 
ninds, though | by no means imagine that 
English depreciation will make such rapid 
advances as that of Ireland has made ; un 
less an invasion should take place, or be se 
rionsly regarded as bring very near at hand. 
In that cae indeed the fail of the paper may 
be very sudden, and great wisdom as well as 
energy will be required to provide against 
the evils that my arise from that fall. A 
bold project ‘ for piying otf the whole ot 
‘* the national debt.” or for anv other pur- 
pose of a dashing nature, would have nearly 
a similar effect upon the paper. The sthte 
of things is so ticklish, the fabrick is so very 
frail, that it would be madness to calculate 
upon its resisting a serious shock of any kind. 
All but fools and cambling speculators will, 
therefore, be somewhat apon their guard: 
they will, as fast av they can, convert their 
property into things of # more solid nature ; 
and, as to those who take no sich precau- 
tion, it is very little matter whether they 
have any property or not. Before I dis- 
miss this topic I cannot but indulge my va- 
nity so far as to notice the flattering distinc- 
tion which Mr. Foster has made between me 
and others, who have written upon the shb- 
ject of paper curréncy, ‘aid whase opinjons 
and words he has occasionally cited or’ re- 
ferred to. Mr. thornton, Lord King, ‘aod 
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without seeming to know that the sam: 7 
thoughis lave ever before entered into thy 7 
mind of man. Let us take a smiail sp:. 4 
clmen. ag 


several others, not omitting even the Edin- 
borgh Reviewers, he has carefully named at 


the bottom of the page; but from me he 


takes whole payswges, aud tndeed the very 


foundauen of lis doctrine of depreciation, | 


Register, Vol. V. p. 758. 

© Fe is mat (said a correspondent] as a dol- 
*¢ dir ihat it now appears at 5s. but as a 
** token which the bank has engaged to re- 
** pay at that price, or in other words as a 
* promissory note of the bank.” Well, if 
this be the case, the bank might have af- 
tixned any nominal velue to the dollar; and, 
indeed, this C. B. asserts. ‘* By using the 
** same nicans,” says he, ‘ the bank could 
“ if it pleased, have established a nominal 
* price of six, seven, or frftecn shillings, or 
** avy price whatever.” Aye? Why theo 
it is the stamp and not the metal that gives 
the value tothe bank dollar?) But, it this 
were the case, why pat the stamp upon dol- 
lors? Why net choose a cheaper metal ? 
‘Lia would have borne a stamp fall ay well, 
and would have been much lighter Does 
C. b. in good earnest beheve, that the 
bankers could, by means of 2 stamp, induce 
us to take a four and sixpenny dollar at 15s. 
Of al any price whatever? 


Whoever has read the Register here quoted 
need not be reminded, that the high nemi- 
nal value of the dollar was there stated 10 be 
3 proot of the d-preciation of the bavk pa 
per. Indeed the readers of the Register 
mtust Well recol'ect, that this point was in- 
sisted on so long as six months ago. I 
Tight point out severa! other parts of Mr. 
Foster's work, where he has conferred on 
me the honour of a sinilar distinction. He 
thinks it pecessary not only to name other 
writers but their works also, aud in some 
iwstances to characterise them; but from 
mie he takes as it were with a consciousness 
that all the world is acquainted wiih the 
source, Wst as miu quote from the Scrip- 
ture. Had [ time I would take this opper- 
Bunity of acknowledging similar favours trom 
Several writcrs, amovest whom I should cer- 
tainly not forget Lord Sheffield. 

Tue Wak.——Withia these few days it 
‘has been rumoured, that the King of Swe- 
deo refuses to acknowledge Buoneparté as 
Ecperor of the Vrench. It this be true the 
inference that Russia is resolved on war with 
“Beance appears waiural enoogh. But still 
‘without Austria, without British money and 
4 British army, Chere will be no efteient 
Sombinguion against France; and whether 
Mr. Pitt will be able to send either guineas 


—— 





j ,% . : 
$F So'diers, is a question upou which there 





Mr, Foster, p. 84. 


The Spanish dollars issued by the bank, at 7 
5s., contain no more pure silver than 4s. (4, 9 
English ought to contain ; they are there. 7 
fore called, not five shillings, but toAens fir 7 
It has been contended, tha J 
this is no proof of the depreciation of bank 7 
paper, fur that they are only promissory | 
notes, and that the bank might have called § 
them fifteen shillings as weli as five; but af 
promissory note should either have intrinsic | 
value itself, or else be mercly the represen- 7 
tative of it: if it isissued as the value itselt, 7 
it can be no more valuable’ than the silver it 7 
contains ; if issued merely as the represen. § 


five shillings. 


tative of value, wiy go to the expense | 


having it of such precious materials ? If i 
isto be considered merely as a bank noie, 7 


why not make it of paper ? 


can be very little difference of opinion. — 7 
We are, in some of the London newspavers, | 
told of the spirited remoustrances of the Eu. 7 
peror of Russia relative to the affair of the] 
Duke d'Enghien, The conduct of bis Im- § 
perial Majesty in this respect is compared 9 


with that of “ the cowardly states of Ger- 
‘ mauy.” 
comparison, seem to forget the vast differ- 


ence in the citreumstances of the parties '¢ J 
spectively ; the difference in the rank, and} 
the power, of the Emperor of Russia and the | 
Prince of Baden, and, what is by no meen) 
of small importance, the dilference in the J 
distance at which those two Sovereigns 3! | 


placed from the empire of France and from 
the armies of Buonaparté. The answer 
which it is confidently said the French go 
vernment gave to the remonstrance of Kus 
sia, it wouJd not, with all our liberty of the 
press, be very safe to put in print, howev<t 
guarded with qualifications and commen's; 
but, if such an answer was given, there ca 
exist in the mind of Buonaparté aud bs 
counsellors not the Jeast fear of the ange! 
and resentment of Russia, or of the powe 
that she is able to bring to her assistance. !1 
truth, after the affair of the ‘* indemnities, 
as they were called; after the parcelling ov! 
of Germany; taking from one Sovere's® 
Pp rince his territou cs io. give to anothel) 


But, the persons who draw 'bs} 
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era perfect co-operation of Russia and 
ance in almost deposing some Sovereigns 
4 elevating others by the mere effect of 
eir will and power, and without any con- 
lration for that purpose with the Emperor 
Germany, the lawful head of that very 
ypire the members of which they were 
iting op and distributing at their pleasure ; 
‘er this, one might be allowed to express 
ne astonishment at hearing either of the 
strinuting parties complain of a breach of 
he laws of neutrality, and of an invasion 
the rights of independent priacipalities 
—The hope of exhausting the pecuniary 
ssourees of France is still a topic with some 
f the ministerial writers ; and it would not 
very surprising if we. were, at the next 
ieeting of Parliament to hear the same hope 
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which ‘such a state of things gives them 
against as. When Mr. Addington, in his 
badget speech at the commencenient of thé 
war, told the House of Commons that thé 
sacrifices which he called upon the nation te 
make, were intended to convince the nation 
of Europe of the solidity of our pecuniary 
means, the Moniteur coped his speech and 
sentitover the world with only this short 
comment: * Psy your bank notes in specie, 
* aodthen the nations of Europe will believe 
** you, without your making either speeches 
« or war.” ‘The man who wrote that com- 
meat koew our situation ; and, indeed, i¢ is 
ridiculous to suppose, that the government 
ot France, with so much talent at its com- 
mand, should not have been able to foresee 
wherern our chief danger weuld consist. 
The means which our mimisters, the last 
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uch a hope is really entertained. But on 
shat itis now built it would be utterly im- 
ossible to conceive. Some time ago we 
eard of eoormous taxes being levied upon 
he people; but why such taxes should be 
‘vied no one can tell; for as tothe war, it 
an occasion but very little, if any, extraor- 
inary expense to France: not nearly so 
weh as she draws, in consequence of it, 
irectly from Spain, Portugal, and Hanover ; 
bf which Jatter country she is absolutely sel- 
ng the fee-simple as fast as she can find pur- 


Bhasers; and, what is worthy of remark, the 
decopie remaining in the Electorate seem, if | 


‘¢ are to believe the reports from the Con- 
inent, not much displeased at the change. 


revolution, a change of property aud of 


ower, is operating in that country without 
aking the least noise in the world. Never 
hid a Sovereign lose his dominions in so 
hort a space of time ; never was any loss so 
omplete; and, if one were to judge from 
le favour retained by those to whom the 
oss was attributable, never were dom:nions 
stwith so little regret. To talk of ex- 
hiusting the pecuniary resources of France 
by war, and especially such a war as We are 
how carrying on, and while we have not, and 
annothave, an arm$ capable of being sent 
broad, is perfect madness. The bvats for 
he flotilla must cost something, but net half 
© much as our small craft, to say nothing of 
ur navy and army, our no-army and a}! our 
ther ‘most monstrous expenses, which, if 
ey continue for a very few years must aug- 
sent the annual interest of the debt 10 asum 
reater in amount than the annal revenue. 
Vhat the dailyincreasing effect of this mast be 
Pon our paper system Buonaparté’s counsel- 
rs well know, and they will not, therefore, be 

posed to relieve us from all the chances 














and ridiculous to be described. ‘T'wo to- 
reigners, Sir Franeis D'Ivernois, Knight, and 
another, seem to have been doing little or 
nothing else tor several! years last pest. With 
the weight of Sir Fraocis’s arguments the 
trunk-makers’ porters are pretty well ac- 
qoainted, and tor the rnivous tendency of 
them more than one bookseller can be 
brought to vouch. The other. writer ¢o 


| whom I allode has pradeotly kept his same 


from the title-page of his work, which he 
calls ‘* Observations sur le compte rendu ée 
* l'administration des finances de la France, 
pour J'an X. 1801, 1802,” and wherein, 
though there can be little doubt of the work 
haying been paid for out of the Treasury, I 
will take upon me to say, there is more pon- 
sense than in any other work extant of the 
same bulk, The apparent object of it 7s, to 
show, that, in case of a new war, Buonaparté 
will be compelled to yield to his adversary, 
unless he can make /oans, things which the 
author seems to regard as absolutely neces- 
sary to the existence of anation in time of 
war. Having settled this point, it, on'y re- 
mains for him to make it appear, which J 
dare say he does to the perfect satisfactial 

and great comfort of his employers, that it 3s 
impossible tor Buonaparté or any of his suce 
cessors ever to make loans again! “Thug, 
then, there is nothing necessary but to go fo 
war with Buonaparté to overset him and has 
government. ‘This Work-appears to ‘have 
been writien early in 1603. Buonaparté hes 
not made any loans it i¥ true, byt it is bé- 
cause he has stood in no need of avy: if he 
had, be would have made Joans as well as liis 
neighbours; for where is tle credit so des- 

perate that speculators will nof try if? I do 


not say that his loans would hive been inado — 


>. — 


a 
«= 




























> 
2 


— -_ ~ - 
Be: 
ae Rk, ‘i 

. 


- 
© 





on very good terms; bat, what need he have 
cared, so that he got the money: 

ever, we take the funds as a criterion, the 
credit of France is not ata very low ebb 
Before this war began the French three per 
cenis (as may be seen in Vol 5. p. 10206) 
were at 53, and since the war began they 
have risen to 57. Neither wars nor rumours 
of wars shake them. | know not their po 
sitive value; bot, | know that their relauve 
value has arisen four per centum while the 
selative value of the English tunds has fallen 
about sisteen per centum, a d fference of 
twenty per centum. But, Buonaparte wants 
to make no loans: his revenue is equal to 
his expenditure; and, as 1 said before, the 
present war will augment that expenditure 
but in a very trifling degree. I am the 
more apxious in wishing the public to be 
guarded against this error, as I am tally per- 
suaded it is ane of the moot fatal errors they 
can possibly imbibe. Any hopes of relief 
trom the internal disorders of France, whe- 
ther of a financial or political nature, are 
now no more: the meddling, bungling mi- 
nisiry of Mr. Addington, sanctioned and 
sheitered by Mr. Pitt, have, at last, placed 
Boonaparté in a sitvation that nething but 
beating bim in open war will ever shake his 
power. When and how, then, are we to 
have peace, and upon what terms? Mr. Pit 
is pledged not only to ** repress the ambi- 
** tion” but to * chastise the insolence” of 
Buonaparté. That neither of these objects 
have been accomplished as yet, is certain; 
nor does \t appear very likely that they ever 
will by an army of 400,000 men, who have 
* volunteered” to stay at home. Lord Mei- 
ville said, that he rejoiced at the rupture ot 
the*peace, because it enabled us to retain 
Malta. ‘* Malta, and Malta alone, J would 
** make war for, if there were no other ob-. 
‘* ject, no other provocation.” Whether his 
Lordship is stil] of the same opinion one can 
scarcely guess; but, if he be, Buonaparié’s 
hirelings (tor he bas his hired writers tuo) 
tel us, through the pages of the Moniteur, 
that ‘ peace must then be conquered in: the 
* helds of Great Britain and Ireland.” | 
suspect, however, that both his Lordship and 
Mr. Pitt would relax a little, if required, 
Aye marry would they! If Buonaparte were 
to insist upon their per forming a pilgrimage 
to Malmaison to kiss h:s jack-boots, I do not 
say, nor dol thiak that they would comply ; 
but it would hurt niy feelings very much to 
be compelled to say how far I think they 
would descend, at the end of another year, 
in order to.obtain peace. That is to say, if 
the present fiuaacial and military systems 
continue to be pursued; Had the minister 
the abuity and the resolution te muke a pro- 
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per change in these, there would be no ve. 


cessily for his crouching at. the feet of ti. | 


exemy. But, to make this change is, } fear, I 
quitc impossible fer Mr. Put, who stands gs | 
coummit eito his systems, whose repotation § 
is so indissolubly attached to them, that to § 
attempt their destraction would be an aci oj y 
suicide of that sort which men shrink from § 
It is, how. & 
ard that the nation should sink J 
in order to save the reputation of one maz, J 
let that man be who he may.——Anad, sup. J 
posing that peace were obtained upon terms | 
such us might be the result of a pilgrimages | 


with the greatest abhorrence. 


met af 
ever, very i 


to the jack-boots; what would be the con- 
sequence ? 
establishment must be nearly w hat it is now 


all we are now doing is to watch the French § 
armies upon their coast, which arnnes would | 
certainly remain pretty near the spot where} 
The French spies and stock-job. | 
bers would again set to work: the fund§ 
would rise aud fall just as it suited th:} 
we should pass anoiher| 
year of feverish repose, when we should be/ 
azain compelled to declare war; for such] 
would be our state, that we minst arm agai, | 
o> at once .yicld ovr necks to the yoic;§ 
wheieas the enemy need only stand and loca | 
satus; and thus would threw the blame oj 
the war upon us ——- lu short, if the present] 
systems are persevered in, itis hard to siy§ 
what sort of death we shall die: that appeats) 


they are. 


brench Treasury : 


io be entirely a matter of choice with tl 
enemy, who scems at this moment to v 


lookibg at us and considering at ine sate] 
our brains oul 
shall hunt us, OF 
Buonapaity 


tume, whetber he shall knock 
a whether he 

teaze ws, or starve us to death, 
and his counsellors must see the preset! 
state ef our paper moucy, and, when th 
consider the inevitable effect of 


a OUNCE, OF 


< 


joans and taxes vpon that money, they G0" 
know that a continuation of the war tor: 


very few years will produce the total discte 
dit of the paper. That this is their opine 
indeed, we kuow, because we see it pi 
claimed through their officis! journal; #% 
besides, it is perfect monsense to suppose, te 
they are not weil-informed upon subjec 
that are here discussed in books and pe!” 
phicts and parliamentary speeches and 
ports of committees. Having made up th 


mind as to the certain effect of war up’ § 


the bank paper, they will next consider 
effect the total discredit of the paper pl 
produce ingthe country, on the people aod 
the government; aud, upon the way © 
which they shall determine this questo? © 
will depend (if our present systems coniioe® 
whether they, will grant us.peaceor not, e" 


Ve could not disarm. Qur peace J 


War abe} 
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7 JULY 21, 1804.--Permanent-duty Men. [4 


nent duty” for the sake of the money ; batia 
England, particularly in the southern part of 
it, those who have thus ‘* volunteered,” 
those who have made this second effort of 
patriotism. have been, generally, mes whe 


mn be conceived. ‘To baffle all their calcu- 
ions and to blast their hopes, then, upon 
hs sccre, should bea principal object with 
r minister; but, here again we meet the 
er recurring obstacle : scarcely any mea- 
re can be attempted tor this purpose with 
ht a clearly implied condemnation of the 
stems of the minister himseif. It is, how- 
er a lamentable consideration, that the 
buntry may perish, because, to save it, the 


inister must confess nis errors! in spite of 
his truth the minister will, tii the very hour | 


f ruin approaches, meet with support quite 
ficient to divide, distract, and erf+eble the 
ation. Many men, and very good men ioo, 
iil remain attached to him for no other 
ason than because they have long been at- 
ached to him : many will cling to him from 
terested motives: some from fear, and 
me from friendship: the very wreck of a 
wenty year's administration is fornudable. 
tmust finally sink, but it may chance to 
rag the monarchy down along with it 
‘his is the evil to be dreaded, and, if pos- 
ble to be prevented. 
PERMANENT-DUTY Men,—It was my 
itention to attempt, in the present sheet, to 
ake a review of all our military measures 
ince the peace of Amiens was concluded ; 
but finding my matter swell beyond my 
oom, [ thought it best to defer the subject 
o my next. Upon the effect of one of the 
Measures relative to the volunteers | cannot, 
however, forbear to sey a few words in this 
lace. Since the passing of what is called 
he Volunteer Consolidation Bill, the Vo- 
unteers, that is to say the men who have 
olunteered to stay at bome, have been sent 
in cases Where they would consent to be 
nt) upon what is ludicrously termed per 
anent-duty: that is to say, to march ten 
r a dozen miles from home, there to re- 
main, billeted for three weeks, inciuding 
me marching and countermarching davs, 
nd to receive for this “ permanent service” 
guinea bounty besides a shilling a day in 
i¢ shape of pay; that is two shillings a 
ay, while soldiers of the regular army re- 
Cive a shilling a day. - —Amongst the evils 
wat might be expected from this project, 
4s mentioned, at the time, the terrible ex- 
mple which would be given to the regular 
rmy by these men in soldiers’ clothes and 
ot onder martial law and receiving double 
ay into the bargain. ‘lheir disdrderiy be- 
aviour, their dranken quarrels, their dis- 
anding ' themselves in certain instances, 
‘re anticipated, and, in every part of the 
ountry, the expectations of those who 
hought thus have been realised. In the 
orthern parts ofthe kingdom where wages 
¢ low, men haye gone upon this “ pernia- 











either went for the sake of a frohek,or who, 
being idle fellows, regarded the pay, bounty 
and tree lodgings as iweans of getting a so- 
lid drunk without any risk of their hives or 
their liberty. The consequences have been 
such as might have been foreseen by the 
minister, and as were foreseen by those wha 
opposed his project: idleness, drunkenness, 
and quarrelling bmve followed the footsteps 
of these peruanent-duty men wherever 
they have gone. I would produce proot 
upon proof of what is here stated, but shall, 
at present confine mys lf to the quarrels of 
a corps who have priaf\ed their proceedings, 
~~‘ Camberwell Volunteers. Head Quar- 
* ters, the 30th of June, 1804. Ata court 
‘6 of inquiry, duly consthuted and convened 
“ tor investigating the conduct of several 
“ members of the fifth company of this 
* corps, Lieutenant Colonel Smith in thé 
chair: —Resotvep unanimousLy, I'hat 
it appears from ihe report made to this 
Court, and contirmed by the adsitssion of 
commissioned officers of the fitth come 
pany, that the conduct of certain meme 
bers of that company, has been «f ihe most 
* disorderly and mutinous nature, aid de- 
structive of all military discipline; theree 
by subjecting such members to the pains 
and penalties of the articles of war, as 
provided by the Act of the 44th Geo. if. 
C. 54.8, 23. Reso.vep CNANIMOUS- 
LY, Lhat it appedrs to this Court, by the 
examination of fle officers of the ofth 
company, and of he r evidence, that a 
meeting of several members of the said 
company was held, wish thetr concurrence, 
and in their presence, at the Rosemary 
Branch Public Hause, on Thursday even- 
ing the 28th iastant, at which meenog 
a written agreement was entered into, om! 
signed by the majority of the members of 
the said company then present; destruc- 
tive of all military subordination ; and, as 
it also appears that the said agreementhas 
been suppressed, by which means the 
names of the delinquents are ‘withheld 
from this court, and sundry arms and ae 
coutrements have been left, at Serjeant 
Howard's bowse, in the most disorderly 
manner, Resorvep, THEREFORE UNA- 
NrmousLy, that it ‘be recommended to 
the commanding officer to dismiss such of 
the said company, as may have delivereal 
up their arms and accoutrements, as a/ore- 
seid: and to permit the reaainider of the 
Don couunissiones othects uals priviles, 


ae he, I i A MT : 
Ame - ~ yon as eee *, “ 
re aad - A 
. “ —— . - . . t 
— “* - = : ‘ - 

































95) 
* who shall have manifested an orderly con- 
« duet, and propersense of the glortons 
“iy which they are engaged, to ioin the 
* other companies ot the battalion, provi- 
* ded it be done forthwith. 

« Resorvenp unanimousty, that these 
resolutions be read to the officers of the 
“ Htth company immediately, and a copy 
« delivered to every member of the corps.— 
‘« Ry order of the court: si George 
* Owen, Secretary." —— This is the sort of 


sicned, 
troops on which we are desired to depend 
for the safety of the country! Nay, only a 
few days aco Mr. Pitt expressed his convic- 
tion, that our situation was become much 
more secure iM Consequence ot the “ perma- 
“nent duty” which bad been performed, 
and which was then performing by the vo- 
lonteers, of whom there were no Jess than 
720,000, who had been, or were still, out 
upon such duty! It is really alarming to 
hear such sentiments from the man who holds 
all the means of the nation in his hands! It 
is an unhappy thing for this country that 
Mr. has never married. He wouldthen, pro- 
bably, have had something besides projects 
whereon to fix his affections, and the poor 
nation would not have been teazed and tor- 
meuted to death in order to furnish objects 
of magnitude enough to satisfy his capacious 
soul. With him a project of the day seems 
to be a necessary of life. He will father 
another man’s project rather than be without 
one, especially if it be quite new, and of a 
nature to afford ample room for exp/anation; 
unbounded latitude for talking ‘about it. 
How many, many millions has this nation 
paid ; how much disgrace and ignominy has 
she suffered, and does she yet suffer, from 
this cause! Of her six hundred millions of 
debt, three hundred may be fairly ascribed 
to Mr. Pitt's love of showy projects, and 
this can be proved as clearly as that two 
and two make four. Bat, of all his projects 
the miditery ones are by far the most dan- 
gerous. His financial schemes contain a 
remedy within themselves: his fictitious 
money may return to tts pristine rags, leav- 
tag us still onder the guardianship of our 
own benignant monarchy, a tree and happy 
people ; but, what may be the ultimate ef- 
tect of his volunteer and small-bouoty and 
permanent duty aud parochial-recruiting 
projects no man living caa even guess. That 
they cannot come to good is certain; and 
all that can be matter of doubt, is, the kind 
and the quantity of the evil. 

The appointment of Lord Levison Gower 
as acubassador to the court of Russia, is a 
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step of some conse gieficd, Att One? ihiee: : 
whiehsawithert aty-eauiry4ate the tales | 


of the persomappow ted, Lies mpre apparent | VI 
sense and reason Vo it than the last appoint. & pL. 
ment had. It Was ‘said at~ the time, th» | ———— 
because Buohaparte’s -ambassadors. were a!) 7 JI can 
generals, Mr. Addington resolved to mat! J prive « 
him with admirals. “Ner does there appes: J our ou 
to have been any betters reasomAhag this tor | hasteni 
sending Sir J. B. Warrenrom aa embassy, | Arm 
To the appoistmentot-Lord L. Gower there | }— 
can be no ebiectiog on the score of rank, @ 
It were to be wished that men famous tor § ater 
talents, men whose public reputation shoul] J aves 
have run before them ; it certainly were to be | 
wished that such men should hill the leading § Srr,= 
posis in our diplomatic corps; but, if we pnour | 
are not to have talents of this description, | essing 
we ought at least to have rank; for, without | veral § 
either rank or talent, what can we expect | blic st 
from a minister at any foreign court. The J asures 
Russians will not ask whoand «bat the new § mater 
English mioister is. Such questions are § ssary t 
very aukward ; especially when they become | | mouv 
| $0 minute as to touch upon a mats form Ary state 
_ profession, or trade.—The Protest, which § r which 
has been published in the name of Louis jggour atte 
XVUI, and which seems to have made 1 § should 
first appearauce in the Méniteur, is now qggpame an 
said to have been fabricated at Paris. Tine allude, 
will se:tle this point; but it is difficult to Wg™pe Resol 
see what advantage the new emperor could Gaggpere adc 
promise himself from such a deévice.— |t @ the 
appears that Napoleon insists upon the ijjm™pose res 
Pope's coming to France in order to perform ggpent s b 
the ceremony of coronation. His Holiness nyself to 
has endeavoured to turn the cup aside, but § atemen' 
there is good reason to believe that he most) ’ | t! 
swallow it, in spite of his appeal to the whi 
Emperor of Germany, who most assuredy os 5 
will have nothing to do with the matter. —— rn op 
Moreau has set out in consequence of Lis cane 
sentence of banishment. He goes to Spat, | ” e 
it seems, and thence to America, but it \ a oi 
very improbable that he should go to the inka 
United States, If the French did not ev" wt 
dently despise colonies, and if they were 0) mr 
certain, that by holding Canada, as we pow i" o 
hoid it, we are doing ourselves infinite mix a 
chief, one would be tempted to suspect that “ ol 
Moreau is gone as an ambassador and a gj l o1 
neral, rather than as a banished man ——‘ 3 g 
was proposed to Georges, some time befor? ded Ot 
his execution, to implore the pardon of the whi Ps 
emperor, with an assurance that there w# of th 
great probability of his prayer being hearé mh 
He rejected the proposal; and died as > ef at 








had lived, a brave and Joyal maa. 
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